
ISAM GATID 2026 

The Agenda Outline  

 

 

07:00 Registration Opens  

7:30-8:00 Networking Social and Coffee 

 

08:00-8:15 Welcome Notes and Introduction, Hamad Al'Ghafri (ISAM President and ISAM GATID Chair), Marc 

Potenza (ISAM President-elect and ISAM GATID Deputy Chair), Wilco Sliedrecht (ISAM2026 Scientific Secretary), 

Fateme-Sadat Abolghasemi and Pooria Ahmadi (ISAM GATID Executive Secretary) and Hamed Ekhtiari (ISAM 

GATID Scientific Secretary) 

 

8:15-9:15 Panel 1: Innovations in Molecular Targets (Medications): Chaired by: Marc Potenza (Yale University), 

Ivan Montoya (NIDA) and Mark Thomas (University of Minnesota) 

Speakers (20 min talks):  

1. Opening Talk: Novel Targets for Addiction Therapeutics: Ivan Montoya (NIDA, USA) 

2. GLP-1 Therapies as a New Frontier in Addiction Treatment: Mette Kruse Klausen (University of 

Copenhagen, Denmark) 

3. Psychedelics as a New Frontier in Addiction Treatment: Joji Suzuki (Harvard, USA) 

 

9:15-10:15 Panel 2: Innovations in Circuit and Behavioral Targets (Neuromodulation, Digital Therapeutics and 

Device-based Therapeutics): Chaired by: Wilco Sliedrecht (VVGN), Yasser Khazaal (Lausanne University)  

Speakers (20 min talks):  

1. Towards TMS as an FDA Approved Innovative Treatment in Addiction: Colleen Hanlon (Wake Forest 

University, USA) 

2. Innovations in Addiction Therapeutic and Models in Correctional and Legal Systems: Michael Gordon 

(Friends Research Institute) 

3. DBS as a New Addiction Therapeutics: Wei Hao (Central South University) 

 

10:15-10:45 Break 

 

10:45-11:45 Panel 3: Innovations in Addiction Research Methods, Chaired by: Sophia Achab (University of 

Geneva) and Fatima Elomari (University Mohammed Vth of Rabat) 

Speakers (20 min talks):  

1. Innovative Animal Models in Addiction Research: Olivier George (UCSD) 

2. Language Processing and AI Tools for Addiction Research and Care: Peter Chai (Harvard University)  

3. Electronic Health Records as a Tool for Drug Discovery and Repurposing in Addiction: Christopher 

Rentsch (London School of Public Health)   



 

11:45-12:30 Industry Talks: Chaired by: Hamad Al’Ghafri and Tarek Gawad (Cairo University) 

Speakers: To be confirmed 

 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

 

1:30-2:30 Innovation Award (Golden Brain) Competition (15 flash talks, 3 min each), Chaired by: Kathleen 

Brady (Medical University South Carolina), Roshan Bhad (All India Institute of Medical Sciences), Venkat 

Narasimha (ISAM NExT) 

15 Finalists will be selected from the currently shortlisted applications below (here in Alphabetical order): 

1. A Multi-Task Gait-IMU Algorithm for Alcohol Use Disorder: Real-Time Intoxication Detection, Craving 

Forecasting, and User Identity Verification from a Single Walk (Ji-Hye Kim)  

2. AI-Centered Memory Manipulation for Drug Craving: A Personalized VR Intervention Framework 

(Maryam Ansari)  

3. Alcohol Management with Restorative Intervention using Therapeutic Microbes (AMRIT): A 

Comparative Trial of adds on Probiotic Therapy versus Standard Care in Patients with Delirium 

Tremens) (Ankita Chattopadhyay)  

4. BRAINS-AUD: Biobehavioral Reward Assessment for Individual Nalmefene Success in Alcohol Use 

Disorder (Nicolas Leenaerts)  

5. Chew & Check (FunGum): The World’s First Chewable Enzymatic Gum for Real-Time Saliva-Based 

Alcohol Detection and Harm Reduction (Nafiseh Moghimi)  

6. HAUDY: A reimbursed digital therapeutic to support reduced drinking goals in alcohol dependence 

(Ryuhei So)  

7. Immersive Virtual Reality for Substance Use Disorder Treatment: A Multi-Module Therapeutic Platform 

(Giovanni Martinotti)  

8. LifeStepsVR: A proof-of-concept study of a virtual reality experiential behavioral intervention for 

medication adherence for people who use drugs (Tiffany R. Glynn)  

9. Long-term Efficacy and Safety of SceneRay Combo-Stim DBS of the nucleus accumbens and anterior 

limb of the internal capsule in Relapse Prevention for Heroin Dependence (Ning Yihua)  

10. Neuromodulation of the Vagus Nerve to Reduce Withdrawal and Increase Treatment Retention (Alta 

DeRoo)  

11. Point-of-Care Methadone Metabolic Assessment: A Rapid Fingerstick Test for Precision Dosing in 

Opioid Use Disorder (Patrik Schmidle)  

12. PRISM – Psychotherapeutic Reasoning and Intelligent Scaffolding for Motivational Interviewing: A 

Multi-Agent AI System for Scalable Addiction Counselling (V.M. Rajamani)  

13. Reconsolidation-based craving labilisation and rTMS intervention for Addiction Memory - Cannabis use 

disorder (RECLAIM-C): Craving memory disruption via neuromodulation-based psychotherapy (Sayanth 

J)  

14. The A-STOP Program: A Hybrid Digital Therapeutic and Real-Time Diagnostic Platform for Community-

Based Alcohol Use Disorder Management (Song-Hee Lim)  

15. The D-STOP DTx: A CBT-Based Digital Therapeutic Platform for Substance Use Disorder Management in 

the Korean Clinical Context (Yong Chan Jeong)  



16. The Progressive Abstinence Trajectory model: a zero-cost visual psychoeducation innovation for 

alcohol use disorder in family-centric cultures (Lalchhandama Hauhnar)  

17. THRIVE: A Trauma-Informed Scalable Model for Addiction Prevention in Conflict-Affected Nigerian 

Communities (Ejikeme Ogueji)  

18. Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation Targeting Reward Craving in Alcohol Use Disorder: A 

Randomized Sham-Controlled Pilot Trial (Stefania Chiappini)  

19. Unilateral Transcranial Photobiomodulation for Opioid Use Disorder: A Novel Non-Pharmacological 

Treatment with Phase II Results (Fredric Schiffer)  

20. Virtual Reality-Based Cue Exposure Therapy for Alcohol Dependence: A Scalable Digital Therapeutic from 

India (Roshan Bhad) 

 

2:30-3:30 Panel 4: Innovation Ecosystem for Addiction Care: A Global Model Chaired by: Alex Baldacchino 

(University of St Andrews School of Medicine) and Gosia Mitka (University of St Andrews Business School) 

Speakers (15 min talks):  

1. Addiction Care as a Complex Adaptive System: Multimorbidity, Fragmentation, and the Limits of Linear 

Innovation: Alexander Baldacchino (University of St Andrews School of Medicine) 

2. What It Takes to Translate Innovation in Real-World Addiction Systems: Kelly Clark (Addiction Crisis 

Solutions) 

3. A Founder’s Journey Through a Fragmented Addiction Innovation Ecosystem: Claire Ann Banga 

(eMoodie) 

4. Why Innovation Fails in Addiction Care and How to Fix It: A Framework to Accelerate System-Level 

Change: Gosia Mitka (University of St Andrews Business School) 

 

3:30-4:00 Break 

 

4:00-5:00 Panel 5: From Research to Impact: Strategies for Fostering Entrepreneurial Innovation in Addiction 

Science Chaired by: Supriya Munshaw (Johns Hopkins) and Kelly Dunn (University of Maryland) 

How can we better support addiction scientists in transforming research into scalable solutions? This panel 

examines global approaches to fostering entrepreneurial innovation in addiction science and how these 

approaches can be translated to strengthen ecosystems worldwide. 

 

Speakers:  

1. Need for Innovation in SUD space: Kelly Dunn (University of Maryland) 

2. Models for training scientists in innovation: Supriya Munshaw (Johns Hopkins University), Carolina 

Haass-Koffler (MIT) 

3. Perspective from scientists’ trainees : Bethany Raiff (Rowan University), Lisa Grisham (Arizona State 

University), and Lauren Micalizzi (Brown University) 

 

5:00-6:00 Awards Announcements and Wrap Up 

 

6:00-8:00 Social Event (further opportunities for networking and collaboration) 

  



Further Information: https://isamweb.org/global-therapeutic-innovation-day/ 

  

Registration Cost: 45 Euro for Students and 95 Euro for Others 

  

Registration Link: Will be added 

  

Note For Speakers: This is not a usual academic presentation. Besides good science, we hope to have more 

about your ideas and experiences on industry-academia partnership and how this will bring new innovative 

therapeutics to the global market.  
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