
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Message from the President 

 

 
                                         

                                                       
    

 
 

Dear Colleagues and Friends: 
 
This year ISAM’s 14th annual meeting will convene in Geneva, Switzerland, under the 
theme of Treatment Delivery Systems – Asserting the Future. The Division of 
Addictiology, Department of Mental Health and Psychiatry, University Hospitals Geneva is 
organizing the meeting in collaboration with the World health Organization [WHO], the 
Swiss Society of Addiction Medicine [SSAM] and the Confederation Suisse. 
 
Each year ISAM meetings attract distinguish colleagues and speakers from all over the 
world. The content of the ISAM’s scientific programs has become a hub for most of the 
international researchers in the Addiction Research domain. A glance at the Geneva 
scientific program and key speakers will assure that this will continue in ISAM 2012 
Geneva. As per previous ISAM meetings, Geneva 2012 annual meeting social program 
will be a unique opportunity for social interaction and networking among colleagues. 
 
The highlights for the 2012 annual meeting will offer a special time to share and enjoy the 
unique flavor of Switzerland, a privileged nation that lives and guards the world peace. 
  
In addition to the meeting you will also have the fabulous possibility to explore the country, 
and for example take a trip through some of the most picturesque mountains and valleys 
landscapes in Switzerland.  
 
I am very enthusiastic in welcoming you all to Geneva, Switzerland our host city for the 
14th  ISAM annual meeting. 
 
The abstract submission system is now open, please submit your abstract: https://b-
com.mci-group.com/AbstractSubmission/ISAM2012.aspx   
                                         
Best wishes, see you all in Geneva 
 

Hannu Alho, ISAM President 
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ADDICTION MEDICINE RECOGNITION AS MEDICAL 

SPECIALTY – NORWAY 
 
Happy news from Norway: The Minister of Health and Care Services has decided to establish a full medical 
speciality in Addiction Medicine 
 
On June 22nd 2012, the Norwegian Minister of Health and Care Services Anne-Grete Strøm-Erichsen put forward a 
Governmental White Paper on “Drug and Alcohol Policy”. One of the decisions in this paper is to establish a full medical 
speciality in Addiction Medicine. 
 
This has been a long struggle for Norwegian doctors involved in the treatment of addictions. The first proposal was turned 
down by the Norwegian Medical Association in 1999. The second proposal was considered positive, but was turned down in 
2003 by the Norwegian Council for Specialities and Specialist Education. In 2004 the “Drug Reform” was launched by the 
government giving the Specialised Health Care System the responsibility for the treatment of Drug and Alcohol patients. The 
Multidisciplinary Specialised Treatment was established for the treatment of patients with problems with alcohol, prescribed 
drugs and/or illegal drugs.   
 
The Norwegian Association of Addiction Medicine (NFRAM) is one of 60 specialty branches (associations of physicians with 
shared scientific interests) in the Norwegian Medical Association. In 2008, NFRAM made a report commissioned by the 
Norwegian Medical Association: Evaluation of a New Speciality in Addiction Medicine. This report was approved by the 
Medical Association in 2009. The report was then further developed and approved by the Norwegian Council for Specialities 
and Specialist training and the Norwegian Directorate of Health in 2010. Finally, last Friday the decision was taken by the 
Ministry of Health and Care Services to establish a full medical speciality in Addiction Medicine. 
 
The time frame for the new Addiction Speciality is 5 years. The suggested internship in accredited institutions includes three 
years in different part of Addiction treatment (in-patient, out-patient, detoxification, rehabilitation and opioid maintenance 
treatment), one year in psychiatry and an unspecified year in for example research or working as a GP. The candidates 
should have individualised learning plans, clinical supervision, hospital based internship teaching and specified national 
addiction medicine courses. 
 
What is left to do? The suggested speciality rules have to be further developed, a speciality board has to be appointed and 
teaching hospitals have to be appointed and accredited. We have to develop transition speciality rules/interim regulations for 
medical doctors who have the necessary competence in Addiction medicine to ensure clinical supervision for the new 
specialist candidates. There is a lot of work ahead, but we are happy to go on with this work for the benefit of our patients. 
More competent doctors mean better treatment for our patients. 
 
Submitted by Dr. G. Welle-Strand 
 

 

ONWARD TO ISAM 2012 GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
 

Treatment Delivery Systems: asserting the future 

 
A reminder that registration is open for ISAM 2012 Geneva. A preliminary program and information are available at: 
www.ISAM2012.org 
 

DATES: October 15-18, 2012 

 

VENUE: International Conference Centre Geneva (CICG) – 15 minutes away from international airport 

http://www.isam2012.org/
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VISA INFORMATION: http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise.html (please check if you require a 

VISA for entry into Switzerland) 
 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION: 
  ISAM 2012 c/o MCI Suisse SA, Conference Organizers 

   75, rue de Lyon 
   1211 Geneva 13,  Switzerland 
   Tel: +41 22 33 99 586/ Fax + 41 22 33 99 651/ Email: isam2012@mci-group.com 
 

 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM: The program will offer plenary talks, workshops and parallel track symposia 

 
PLENARY Speakers: 

 Prof. Ambros Uchtenhagen 

 Dr. Jag Khalsa, NIDA 

 Prof. Thomas Babor 

 Dr. Nady el-Guebaly 

 Prof. Louisa Degenhardt 

 Prof. Rafael Maldonando Lopez 

 Dr. Jurgen Rehm 

 Dr. Wilson Compton 

 Prof. David Nutt 

 
REGISTRATION 
In Swiss francs June 16 – Sept 20 Oct 1 and after 

ISAM Members CHF 850.00 CHF 1’000.00 

Affiliated Society Members* CHF 950.00 CHF 1’100.00 

Non ISAM Members CHF 1’050.00 CHF 1’200.00 

Students, Low and Lower Middle Income Economies** CHF 450.00 CHF 600.00 

Participants Accompanying Persons CHF 250.00 CHF 400.00 

Workshops (in French only) CHF 50.00 CHF 50.00 

* The reduced registration fee for Affiliated Society Members is based on membership list & promotional code 
**For Student fee a photocopy of the students’ identity card or statement of the head of the department is required 
  
Participant’s registration fee includes: 

 Admission to the scientific sessions unless otherwise stated  
 Congress documents, including badge  
 Final programme and abstract book  
 Access to the commercial exhibition and posters  
 Welcome reception on Sunday, 14 October 2012 at the CICG  
 Coffee breaks  
 Lunches from Monday, 15 October to Wednesday, 17 October 2012  
 Free city transportation pass if staying at a hotel in Geneva for the duration of the stay  

 
Accompanying person registration fee includes: 

 Welcome reception on Sunday evening, 14 October 2012 at the CICG  
 Access to the commercial exhibition and posters  
 Free city transportation pass if staying at a hotel in Geneva for the duration of the stay  
 Geneva Pass  

 
HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS  
MCI has reserved a large number of hotel rooms in different price categories. As Geneva attracts many tourists, hotel 
reservation will be made on a first come, first served basis. Availability of rooms in each category is limited. Name of persons 
sharing rooms must be indicated. The specified rates are in Swiss Francs (CHF) and cover the room for one night, service, city 

http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/en/home/themen/einreise.html
mailto:isam2012@mci-group.com
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tax and VAT included. To guarantee your reservation a deposit for one night is required, either by bank transfer or by credit card. 
Hotel check-in time is 15:00 or later. If you are arriving after 18:00, please notify MCI in advance. Check-out time is noon. 

Please book before September 1st, 2012 in order to guarantee your booking.  

If you wish to stay for additional nights before or after the congress, please contact MCI Suisse S.A. directly at: 
isam2012reg@mci-group.com  

Detailed Conference information is available: www.isam2012.org 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION 
 
 
Certification Exam 2012 sittings: 

 ISAM Annual Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland Sunday, Oct 14, 2012 

 CSAM [Canadian Society of Addiction Medicine] Annual Meeting, Toronto, Canada  Wednesday, Sep 19, 2012 

 Additional sittings may be available, depending on demand and a critical number of 8 applicants for the sitting  
 
All pertinent information and application form can be downloaded from the ISAM website: www.isamweb.org on the left hand 
sidebar under International Certification. 

 

 

FUTURE ANNUAL MEETING LOCATIONS 
 

       
ISAM 2013    Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia    
ISAM 2014 Yokohama, Japan 
ISAM 2015 Proposed: Scotland, UK    
ISAM 2016 Proposed: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

 

ISAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICE 
 

President Dr. Hannu Alho (Finland) Membership Promotion Dr. Susumu Higuchi (Japan)  
 hannu.alho@thl.fi  h-susumu@db3.so-net.ne.jp  
       
President-Elect  Dr. Gregory Bunt (USA)      WebMaster Dr. Jens Reimer (Germany)  
 gbunt@daytop.org  reimer@uke.de  
 
Past President  Dr. Tarek el-Gawad (Egypt) Liaison Coordinator Dr. Gabrielle Welle-Strand (Norway)  
 tarekgawad@me.com   Gabrielle.Katrine.Welle-Strand@helsedir.no  
 
Secretary-Treasurer Dr. Kathleen Brady (USA) Chief Examiner Dr. Nady el-Guebaly (Canada) 
 bradyk@musc.edu  nady.el-guebaly@albertahealthservices.ca 
   
Office Administration Mrs. Marilyn Dorozio Chief Editor: Dr. Marc Galanter (USA) 
 ISAM.mdorozio@gmail.com  marcgalanter@nyu.edu 

mailto:isam2012reg@mci-group.com
http://www.isam2012.org/
http://www.isamweb.org/
mailto:hannu.alho@thl.fi
mailto:h-susumu@db3.so-net.ne.jp
mailto:gbunt@daytop.org
mailto:reimer@uke.de
mailto:tarekgawad@me.com
mailto:Gabrielle.Katrine.Welle-Strand@helsedir.no
mailto:bradyk@musc.edu
mailto:nady.el-guebaly@albertahealthservices.ca
mailto:ISAM.mdorozio@gmail.com
mailto:marcgalanter@nyu.edu
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Dues for  2012: renewal form 

 The ISAM Office now accepts both VISA and Mastercard 
 Applications for first time members and renewals can be downloaded from www.isamweb.org 

 
For credit card payments please complete and fax to (403) 453-4603 or mail check or money order (payable to ISAM) to:  
ISAM Office c/o M. Dorozio, 47 Tuscany Ridge Terrace NW Calgary AB T3L3A5, Canada 
 
Name:___________________________________________ Telephone: ___________________    
 
Address: _________________________________________ City:_________________________   
 
Province/State: _______________________ Zip/Postal code: ________________ Country: _________________ 
 
Fax:  _____________________    Email:  _______________________________________________________  
 
 
VISA/MasterCard: ______________________________  Exp date: _______________ 
 
Authorizing signature: __________________________________  Dues for:  ____ 1 yr      ____  3 yrs      ____ 5 yrs 

 

*** Members will receive a free online copy of Substance Abuse 

 DUES CATEGORIES & FEES: (World Bank Economic Categories) for Full Members below 
A. $100 US    
Andorra  Antigua & Barbuda Aruba  Australia  Austria  Bahamas  
Bahrain  Barbados  Belgium  Bermuda Canada  Cayman Islands 
Cyprus  Czech Republic  Denmark  Estonia Finland  France 
French Polynesia  Germany  Greece  Greenland  Guam Hong Kong, China 
Iceland  Ireland  Isle of Man Israel  Italy  Japan 
Korea, Rep.  Kuwait  Liechtenstein  Luxembourg  Macao, China  Malta 
Monaco  Netherlands & Antilles  New Caledonia  New Zealand Norway  Portugal 
Puerto Rico Qatar San Marino  Saudi Arabia  Singapore  Slovenia 
Spain  Sweden Switzerland  Trinidad & Tobago  United Arab Emirates United Kingdom 
United States Virgin Islands 
 
B. $67 US 
American Samoa Argentina  Belize  Botswana Brazil  Bulgaria 
Chile Costa Rica  Croatia  Dominica  Equatorial Guinea  Gabon   
Grenada  Hungary  Kazakhstan  Latvia  Lebanon Libya 
Lithuania  Malaysia  Mauritius Mayotte  Mexico  Montenegro 
Northern Mariana Is  Oman  Palau Panama  Poland Romania 
Russian Federation Serbia Seychelles  Slovak Republic  South Africa  St. Kitts & Nevis 
St. Lucia St. Vincent & Grenadines  Turkey  Uruguay  Venezuela  
 
C. $35 US  
Albania  Algeria  Angola Armenia Azerbaijan  Belarus   
Bhutan Bolivia  Bulgaria  Cameroon  Cape Verde  China   
Colombia Congo Rep  Cuba Djibouti Dominican Republic Ecuador   
Egypt, Arab Rep.  El Salvador  Fiji  Georgia  Guatemala  Guyana 
Honduras Indonesia  Iran, Islamic Rep  Iraq  Jamaica  Jordan 
Kiribati Lesotho  Macedonia, FYR  Maldives  Marshall Islands  Micronesia 
Moldova Morocco Namibia  Nicaragua  Paraguay Peru 
Philippines Samoa Sri Lanka  Surinam Swaziland  Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand Tonga Tunisia Turkmenistan Ukraine Vanuatu  
West Bank & Gaza    
 
D. $17 US 
Afghanistan  Bangladesh  Benin  Burkina Faso Burundi Cambodia 
Central African Rep.  Chad  Comoros  Congo Dem Rep  Cote d’Ivoire  Eritrea 
Ethiopia Gambia Ghana Guinea  Guinea-Bissau Haiti  
India Kenya Korea, Dem Rep. Kyrgyz Republic Lao PDR Liberia 
Madagascar Malawi Mali Mauritania  Mongolia Mozambique 
Myanmar  Nepal Niger  Nigeria Pakistan Papua New Guinea 
Rwanda  Sao Tome & Principe Senegal  Sierre Leone  Solomon Islands  Somalia 
Sudan Tajikistan  Tanzania  Timor-Leste  Togo Uganda 
Uzbekistan Vietnam Yemen, Rep Zambia Zimbabwe 

http://www.isamweb.org/

